
Zoom In Tips 
for 

Fourth Grade
Parents



Welcome Parents!

Fourth grade is a key year in 

elementary! It is the year when students 

become “big kids,” with all that entails—

greater physical and intellectual 

capabilities, but also more academics 

and more homework. 

It’s a foundational year for key 

concepts that will carry your students 
into middle school.



Lawhon Elem. is committed to providing a 
program that develops an appreciation and 
positive attitude toward reading and 
encourages independent life-long learners 
who are able to apply critical reading skills 
to function successfully in their world.

Lawhon Elem.
Commitment to Reading



Reading is a complex 
process in which meaning 
is gained from print 
through the reader’s use 
of prior knowledge and 
learned strategies.



READ ALOUD

Teacher implicitly 
models strategy/skill

SHARED READING

Teacher explicitly teaches
same strategy/skill

GUIDED READING

Teacher explicitly prompts
strategy/skill

INDEPENDENT READING

Student independently uses 
same strategy/skill

WORK 
STATIONS

Explicit 
Phonics



Read Aloud



Shared Reading



Guided Reading



Growth Across the
Fourth Grade Year

 If I’m reading with my child , what 

should I see and how should I respond ?

 What are basic reading behaviors that I 

should look for?

 How do the books change?



Reading Behaviors & 
Book Characteristics

Book Levels:
• are on a continuum
• are arranged in gradients 

degree of difficulty
• Focused on important  

reading behaviors to 
notice and support 



Guided Reading Level Q
• getting meaning almost completely from 

print

• interpreting illustrations & graphics in 
nonfiction

• interpretation of themes

• understanding humor and deeper plots

• more sophisticated word study

• using dialogue and viewpoint of other 
characters to understand characters





Guided Reading Level R 

greater deal of sustained interest

getting meaning almost completely from 

print over a wider variety of texts

interpretation of themes

interpreting illustrations & graphics in 

nonfiction

uses background knowledge to 

understand literary devices & nonfiction

connecting concepts & themes with 

political or historical events or 

environmental information





Guided Reading Level S

• sustaining using complex ideas 
to talk about text with a group

• constructing word meaning 
from text

• rapid & fluent reading with 
attention to meaning & 
automatic assimilation of 
punctuation

• making connections with other 
text & events from the world



What Reading 

Strategies 

support reading 

in 4th Grade?



Strategy Wheel



#1 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#2 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#4 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#5 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#6 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#7 Strategy Prompting Tip

Diagrams from Reading Strategies Book 
by J. Serravallo



#8 Strategy Prompting Tip



4th grade Writing



Expository Essay for STAAR



Reading Aloud 
to Your Child
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Why Is Reading 

Aloud to your 

child important?



Oral reading should not stop when 
children can read on their own.

Reading aloud is seen as the 
single most influential factor 
in young children’s success in 
learning to read

Read aloud to your child.



What do children learn from 
being read to?

▪Frequently hearing the sounds in 
spoken words linked to printed 
words and letters

▪ How letters and sounds relate 
while enjoying a meaningful story 
or message



Reading aloud develops…

▪Love of literature

▪ Comprehension skills

▪ Increases language proficiency 
and vocabulary

▪ Increases attention span

▪ Encourages visualization



Choosing books…

▪Choose books that have appeal

▪ Choose books that you can read 
in one sitting

▪ Consider a variety of books



How to read aloud…

▪Sit beside the child

▪ Be sure the child can see the 
pictures and the print

▪ Share conversation while 
reading



Conversation During Read Aloud
▪Talk about the book before 
reading it

▪ Talk about the pictures

▪ Balance conversation to keep the 
story going

▪ Talk to support children’s 
comprehension of the story

▪ Talk after reading the story

▪ Re read the story



Background Knowledge

When you read with your child, it’s 
important for you to bring out his or her 
background knowledge

Some ways to find out what your 
child already knows:

▪Ask questions
▪Brainstorm
▪Write
▪Discuss
▪Draw



Learning to Read
“Once thought of as the natural result 
of decoding plus oral language, 
comprehension is now viewed as a much 
more complex process involving 
knowledge, experience, thinking, and 
teaching.”

Fielding & Pearson 1994



Read to me!
Mother, oh, father,
Take me on a trip
To a faraway land aboard
A pirate ship.
Through the deepest, dark jungles
To the mysterious sea,
You can take me anywhere you want me to be!
I can be a detective, a movie star, a queen,
I could even be an animal or an
Animal who’s green!
I can travel back in time and feed a dinosaur,
Or be with Christopher Columbus as he
Landed on the shore.
I could blast through space in a future
Rocket ship.
Oh father, please mother, take me on another trip!
You don’t need a suitcase or a pocketbook,
Just sit back in your rocking chair and read us another book!



Parent General Questions

 Growth Across Year

 Strategy Tips

 Reading Aloud 

purposes

 Time for Reading & 

Writing at home


